
From: D WILSON [***************************]

Sent: 21 June 2017 13:37

To: andrew@zembu.plus.com

Cc: maya.mann@parliament.uk; Theresa May

Subject: Central Government Pressure on Borough Councils to build on Green Belt and cost of necessary

Infrastructure

Dear Andrew,

Further to your email communication dated 19th June through to Theresa May, concerning Central

Government pressure for Borough Councils to build on Green Belt land. I have been asked to respond to

your communication that you have sent to answer the points raised within your email.

In 2007, the Planning Inspector rejected the last Local Plan submission due to a number of issues; The

heavy reliance on an uncertain supply of unidentified windfall opportunities to satisfy the strategic

housing requirements and ensure the continuous delivery of housing completions over the plan period,

The failure to identify broad locations or areas where sustainable housing and employment development

might take place, Defects in the housing trajectory, Resistance to a local review of Green Belt boundaries

and that the Affordable Housing thresholds are unduly onerous.

In addition within the report the Planning Inspector refers to Maidenhead 'is a much larger and to my

mind more sustainable location for additional development'. 'Maidenhead's selection as the terminus for

the Crossrail Project could further emphasise its relative importance in years to come'.

In your first paragraph it is factually incorrect by stating that 'likely Government action if RBWM fail to

use Green Belt land'. The issue is that the Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead is still using

Adopted Local Plan from 1999 (including alterations made in 2003). Government intervention will

happen to those authorities that do not have a post-2004 Local Plan, if we do not submit an up to

date Local Plan in 2017. The Planning Inspector stated within his report dated 3rd October 2007 on the

Examination held on the last Local Plan submission that the boundaries of Green Belt should be reviewed.

The Borough Local Plan considered on Monday 19th June 2017 was to progress through to the next stage

of the regulation process to test the 'Plan' on 'Technical and Legal Soundness' prior to the Borough Local

Plan being submitted through to Secretary of State in October.

The Regulation 18 consultation was carried out from 2nd December 2016 through to 13th January 2017,

there is no statutory consultation period for this process but a six week period was given due to Christmas

to enable residents to submit their comments. The 'Objective' software used is the same as other Local

Planning Authorities to gather responses to the Borough Local Plan. In addition, residents sent in their

submissions either by letter or by email and these were included within the representations made during

this point in time.

In your email through to Rt.Hon. Theresa May MP you copied all Councillors to reject the plan, even

though notification of the Regulation 18 consultation had been widely circulated through the local media;

public notices, press releases, radio interviews and through local libraries. There was sufficient time

leading up to Christmas and afterwards for residents to make comments either on the whole Plan or by

individual site allocations.

The Borough Local Plan is the strategic planning document and sets out the strategic allocation of sites

and does not interfere with Neighbourhood Plans as they have to conform with the strategic direction of

the Borough Local Plan. When a Borough Local Plan is produced it is the only document that can review

Green Belt boundaries, but Neighbourhood Plans are much more localised planning document and they

cannot review or amend their Green Belt Boundaries. Developers and Landowners were asked to submit

various sites under the 'Call for Sites' pro-forma in early 2015, on sites that could be brought forward for

potential Housing development. These were individually assessed and in some cases were discounted for a
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variety of reasons and that is why individual Edge of Settlement sites were identified and included within

the Regulation 18 consultation.

This has meant out of the total Green Belt land mass within the Royal Borough boundaries equates to

83% only 1.5% is being released from the Green Belt, which also includes Previously Developed Land.

Therefore, would enable the authority to protect the remaining 81.5% during this plan period. This will

enable us to satisfy a couple of the points that was raised by the last Planning Inspector in 2007 with the

majority of growth occurring in Maidenhead, as a variety of strategic sites have been selected to deliver

the number of houses required over the plan period up to 2033. A full Green Belt review was not carried

out as this would mean more Green Belt sites would be released than the small adjustment to existing

settlement boundaries to accommodate the housing growth and as you have said we had a manifesto

commitment not to carry out that action.

The Infrastructure Delivery Plan is a constant evolving document that identifies some of the proposed

works that might be required when a development scheme comes forward using one of the allocated sites.

This will form discussions with future developers as they submit their planning applications for

consideration by the Local Planning Authority that they will need to demonstrate that their proposal will

include the necessary infrastructure. This will include providing new roads, schools, community facilities

and facilitating new healthcare provision through the Clinical Commissioning Groups etc.

It is fair to say that the Heathrow Airport Consultative Committee did suggest that the 14 authorities that

surround Heathrow Airport (of which RBWM is one authority) should provide an additional 5,000

dwellings on top of their Objectively Assessed Need. In our case that would rise from 14,240 to 19,240.

However, it is highly likely that may mean that the Borough Local Plan may need to carry out a review of

the Local Plan (towards the end of the Plan period) if Parliament were to accept this large scale

Infrastructure project towards the end of this year.

In your paragraph where you have mentioned about the amount of development proposed within the Bray

Parish it is due to the fact that we are in a good strategic location, close to the Motorway networks of the

M4, M40 and M25, close to Heathrow Airport and with Crossrail that will bring in much needed

investment to the local community as more people wish to live within the Borough.

Highways England may need to review the need for a new M4 junction to relieve the pressure on the

current Junction 8/9 Maidenhead and I am sure that Theresa will pass this onto the appropriate

Government Minister to review whether it is appropriate.

Yours sincerely,

Cllr Derek Wilson

Lead member for Planning
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